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Inspire. Educate. Connect.

Unit Title: Introduction to Africa

Grade Level: 8th Grade

Subject Area: Geography

Duration/Length/Number of class periods: 3 days

Description:
- In this multi-day lesson, students will be introduced to the basics of Africa’s geography. It will primarily focus on physical
and human characteristics of the continent of Africa. This is not meant to be an exhaustive study of Africa, rather just a

general introduction to the patterns that exist in Africa.

Established Goals:

- Minnesota 8.3.3.6.7: Describe how the physical and environmental features of Africa South of the Sahara and North
Africa affect human activity and settlement.

- Minnesota 8.3.3.5.7: Describe the locations of human populations and the cultural characteristics of Africa South of the
Sahara and North Africa.

What Enduring Understandings are desired?

- By understanding other countries, we gain a global perspective.

- Understanding physical and environmental features of regions around the world, help explain where populations are
located and why they are located there.

- Understanding human cultural characteristics helps us understand how other peoples and cultures develop differently or

similarly.



https://sites.google.com/bestprep.org/bestprep-tiw/understanding-by-design-ubd/stage-1-ubd/established-goals?authuser=3
https://sites.google.com/bestprep.org/bestprep-tiw/understanding-by-design-ubd/stage-1-ubd/enduring-understandings?authuser=3

What Essential Questions will be considered?

- How are places unique and different?

- How do geography, climate, and natural resources affect the way people live and work?

Students will know / be able to:

- Students will be able to analyze data and explain patterns across the world.

- Places have physical characteristics (such as climate, topography and vegetation) and human characteristics (such as
culture, population, political and economic systems).

- Students will understand that geographic factors influence human activity and settlements.

- Students will understand that geography influences needs, culture, opportunities, choices, interests, and skills.
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Materials, tools and resources:
- Google Forms
- Google Slides
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- Quizlet

- Padlet

- Google Sketch Playlist

- Maps of Africa: Physical, Climate, Political, Natural Resources
- One Pager = paper, color pencils, internet for research

Unit Plan Author April Wallace, Luverne Public Schools, awallace@isd2184.net

| Additional credit given to: Playlist - based off Amanada Sandoval’'s work.
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