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Dear Friends,

We are delighted to present BestPrep’s 2023-2024 Impact Report.

It was a fast-paced year with excellent results across our
programs. Humboldt High School in St. Paul became the eighth
Cloud Coach partner school, with the entire 9th grade student
population receiving online mentoring. Student enroliment for
our summer program, Minnesota Business Venture, increased by
30%, returning to pre-Covid levels. Demand from educators continues
to increase for mock interviews, and during the past year more than 2,000 students
participated and are now better prepared to enter the workforce.

We continue to focus on financial literacy education as we prepare for the 2025-2026
school year, when new legislation will require a personal finance course for high school
graduation. Through special funding, BestPrep added a new classroom presentation to its
offerings: Money Personalities, which empowers students to understand how their unique
attitude towards money can impact their financial decisions.

Over the past year, a team of board members and staff finalized BestPrep’s 2025-2027
Strategic Plan. The plan focuses on key opportunities for growth, including volunteer
engagement, organizational efficiency, board effectiveness, and elevation of the BestPrep
brand. We are confident that the future of our organization is very bright.

Thank you for all of the ways you continue to support BestPrep’s mission to equip
students with the tools to be successful in school, work, and life.

Sincerely,

Marc Olson Robert Kaitz

VP Operations President & CEO
Allianz Life BestPrep

BestPrep Board Chair




BestPrep Is On A Mission

To prepare students with business, career, and financial literacy skills through hands-on
experiences that inspire success in work and life.

BestPrep envisions a community in which every Minnesota student is work-ready
and career-bound.

Our mission is achieved through relationship building, student-centered decision-
making, adaptability, and inclusivity.

Our team members are committed to open communication, collaboration,
reliability, and spirit of service.
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Our Organization

Students

BestPrep provides Minnesota
students with resources and skills
to get ready for higher education,
their future career, and adult life
through our school-year programs
and summer camp called
Minnesota Business Venture.
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WHO WE SERVE

Educators

Our programs enhance
curriculums and can be
seamlessly incorporated in the
classroom. This offers students a
variety of opportunities to build
business, career, and financial
literacy skKills.

ANNUAL IMPACT
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34K

STUDENTS

SCHOOLS

454 474

TEACHERS

Volunteers

We specialize in offering
volunteer roles with a low-
time commitment so that
even the busiest
professionals can make a
meaningful difference in
their community.
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VOLUNTEERS




Board of Directors

Chair: Marc Olson
Allianz Life

Vice Chair: Paul Langlois
Ecolab

Treasurer: Anita Goebel
KPMG

Secretary: Kim Boylton
Voya Financial

Carly Baker
Wells Fargo

Kristy Beckman
H.B. Fuller Company

Steve Blume
Schwab Advisor Services

Brian C. Boardman
ECMC Group

Chase Brakke
North Star Resource Group

Ben Bratland
SPS Commerce

Dean Breuer
Dept. of Education

David Clemens
Winnebago Industries

Hanna Coleman
Xcel Energy

Andrew Darvell
Travelers

Rhonda Dean

Kenny Devine
Padilla

Joanna Ehresman
Momentum Growth
Solutions

Ashley Erickson
Optum

Michael Fisher
BMO Harris Bank

Jill Giefer
Best Buy

Jeremy Gogos
Securian

Jeff Gonsales
Audacy

Andy Hennig
3M

Nate Hoch
RBC Wealth Management

Dan Hogan
Wealth Enhancement Group

Kim Hultgren
Alerus Financial

Don Johnson
Shapco Printing

Keshia Jones
Comcast

Robert Kaitz
BestPrep

Greta Koehler
Apex Systems

Whitney-Lehr Koening
Mpls/St. Paul Business
Journal

Mike Kronebusch
Novation Credit Union

Dan Lear
Affiance Financial

Mike Lebens
Associated Bank

Valerie Littles-Butler
Humboldt High School

Betsy Lulfs
Thomson Reuters

Doug Martin
General Mills

Casey Merkwan
Old National Bank

Scott Morris

Jeff Munneke

Minnesota Timberwolves/Lynx

Amanda Munoz
Cargill

James Pate
Deloitte

Bryan Polley
U.S. Bank

Dawn Pruitt
Faegre Drinker

James Redelsheimer

Foundation for Economic

Education

Michael Remington

Chanel Rivers
UnitedHealth Group

Jesse Ross
Mr. Jesse Ross, LLC

Liza Sayre
Huntington Bank

Casey Schoen
EY

Jared Shasky
Arby’s

Maggie Snetting
Thrivent

Bridget Swenson
Tennant Company

Andy Tate
Cahill Financial Advisors

Roz Tsai
Thrivent

Cole Turnbow
Accenture

Sarah Vandenberg
Piper Sandler Companies

Rashmi Vashisht
Highland Park Senior HS

John Wagner
Wings Financial Credit

Union

Steve Weitz
Citizens Independent Bank

Brad Zastoupil
PwC

*Updated as of December 2024



School-Year Programs

CLASSROOM PLUS

Inspiring students to create a vision for their future through career
exploration.

About the Program: Classroom Plus offers classroom presentations,
mock interviews, workplace tours, and career days at local companies.

Highlights from the year:

. 33% increase in Mock Interview requests.
. Sent 18 different career speakers to Richfield High School in one academic year.
. 160 students from multiple high schools attended career day at Cargill.

FINANCIAL MATTERS

Motivating students to make sound money management decisions and
become financially savvy.

About the Program: Financial Matters offers classroom presentations
focused on money management, budgeting, credit, insurance, and taxes.

Highlights from the year:

. Provided a speaker for almost every month of the year at Spring Lake Park
High School - impacting more than 1,000 students.

. Added new classroom presentation, Money Personalities, that fulfills the new personal
finance requirement for high school students.

THE STOCK MARKET GAME (SMG)

Teaching students about the global economy, business, and the power of investing.

About the Program: Students in grades 4-12 work in teams to invest a
virtual $100,000 in the stock market, which teaches business, economics, 4.
investing, teamwork, decision-making, and critical thinking skKills.

Highlights from the year:

. Overall registration across the state for the Fall session has seen steady
growth since 2020, with a 12% increase from Fall 2022 to Fall 2023.

. Increased student participation by 12% at Title 1 schools in high-need,
lower-income Minnesota communities.
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School-Year Programs

eMENTORS

Empowering students with the knowledge and skills needed for success in
school, career, and life.

About the Program: eMentors is an online mentoring program that pairs
business volunteers with high school classes to participate in an
eight-week online mentorship.

Highlights from the year:

. Partnered with 3 new companies this year - Delta Airlines, NParallel, and Novation Credit Union.

. Tennant supported 3 connections; 1 for trade students with a manufacturing tour, 1 for business
students with a HQ tour and 1 for STEM students who were paired with engineers.

. Johnson High School teacher, Liz Ormsby, has participated in eMentors for 11 years.

CLOUD COACH

Strengthening student motivation to succeed in school and beyond.

About the Program: Cloud Coach is an online mentoring program that
inspires students to develop career aspirations and understand the
importance of high school graduation. The program is provided to the
entire ninth grade class of participating Minneapolis and St. Paul
public schools.

Highlights from the year:

. All participating students were given the opportunity to meet their mentor at their work site or a
college campus to gain insight into who they were connecting with.

« MN Twins donated tickets to three schools.

. MN Timberwolves Ticket Incentive showed 27% increase in messaging since Fall 2023.

BestPrep provides schools with connections outside of the
" classroom that would otherwise be unavailable.

This organization is exceptional.

- Michael, Teacher at New City School in Minneapolis
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Summer Program

MINNESOTA BUSINESS VENTURE

Igniting students’ passion to achieve success and develop career aspirations for the future.

About the Program: MBV has two week-long residential camps providing Minnesota high school
students with business, career, and financial literacy skills.

Highlights from the year:

. Increased the number of students by approximately 30% this summer.

. New business plan prompt asked students to use technology to improve one or more
dimensions of customer’s wellness using the eight dimensions of wellness.

. Nonprofit founder and disability advocate, Shamus O’Meara of Highland Popcorn, was a first-
time speaker at camp, bringing along popcorn samples which were a hit with students.

My time at MBV has been an eye-opening experience,

' | was able to get out of my comfort zone and grow as a person.
— Leslye, Harding Senior High School Student
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Events

_______________
EDUCATIONAL FORUM

BestPrep hosted the Educational Forum in
February 2024, which featured nationally
renowned nonprofit leader and best-selling
author, John Hope Bryant. Guests also enjoyed
live music from local music group NUNNABOVE.

Keynote John Hope Bryant spoke on financial
inclusion and how generational wealth starts
with understanding the basics of financial
management. Business panelists from U.S.
Bank and Delta Air Lines joined him on stage to
speak on financial literacy, followed by high
school panelists giving their perspective of how
teenagers view money management and its
importance today.

The program also featured the Student
Spotlight Competition which prompted students
to reflect on how Bryant’s 5 pillars of success
would be key to their personal success. First
place winner, Akshika Kandeepan, was the
recipient of the Kristie Award and a $2,500
scholarship was provided by the Kristie Greve
family.

Join us at the next BestPrep
Educational Forum on
February 12, 2025

ANNUAL LUNCHEON

The 2024 Annual Luncheon was held in May and
featured Minnesota United FC’s Chief Executive
Officer, Shari Ballard. She and WCCO Radio host,
Jordana Green, held a Q&A panel where guests
were able to submit questions.

Inspiring performances by local high schoolers,
VocalEssence Singers of this Age, were also
enjoyed throughout the event.

The luncheon recognized our most outstanding
students, teachers, and volunteers; which
included 4 top honorees, 16 teachers, and 33
volunteers.

Award Highlights:
. Bunzel Volunteer of the Year
Paul Langlois, Ecolab
. Carpenter Educator of the Year
. Andrea Kemink, Brooklyn Center Secondary
. Don Friborg Student of the Year
. Vardaan Gupta, Washington State University
. Board Member of Distinction
. Maggie Snetting, Thrivent

Join us at the next BestPrep
Annual Luncheon on
Wednesday, May 12, 2025




BestPrep Donors

BestPrep wishes to thank the corporations, foundations, and individuals for their generous financial support during BestPrep’s
2023-2024 fiscal year (Sept. 1, 2023 - Aug. 31, 2024.)

CORPORATIONS, FOUNDATIONS, & ASSOCIATIONS

3M

Abbott Laboratories

Absolute Resolutions
Corporation

Accenture

Affiance Financial

AgriBank

Alerus Financial

Allianz Life Insurance
Company of North America

Ameriprise Financial, Inc

Fred C. and Katherine B.
Andersen Foundation

Apex Systems

Arby's Foundation

Ascent Private Capital
Management of U.S. Bank

Bedford Industries

Bell Bank

Best Buy Co., Inc.

Birchwood Financial Partners

Blaze Credit Union

Blue Cross and Blue Shield
of Minnesota

BMO Bank

Boston Scientific

Boulay Group

Bridgewater Bank

C.H. Robinson

C.H. Robinson Foundation

Cahill Financial Advisors

Cargill

Carlson & The Carlson
Family Foundation

Castle Rock Bank

Charles Schwab Foundation

Choice Bank

Citizens Independent Bank

Comcast

Cordis Financial

Crown Bank

Culligan Water Conditioning

Cummins Power Generation

Dellwood Foundation

Deloitte

Delta Air Lines

Donaldson Foundation

Eagle Rock Bank (Formerly
ONB Bank)

ECMC Foundation

ECMC Group

Ecolab

EFS Advisors

Emerson

EY

Faegre Drinker

Federated Insurance

Financial Education of
Minnesota

Financial Empowerment LLC

Financial Planning
Association of Minnesota

First Bank & Trust

First Western Bank & Trust

Flaherty Family Foundation

Mary Friborg Jordan Family Fund of
The Minneapolis Foundation

FS Foundation

General Dynamics

General Mills

General Mills Foundation

George F. Cook Construction Co

GF

Great Clips, Inc.

Great River Energy

H.B. Fuller Foundation

Highland Bank

Hubbard Broadcasting Foundation

Huntington Foundation

K.A.H.R. Foundation

KPMG, LLP

Land O' Lakes

Leonette M. and Fred T. Lanners
Family Foundation

Lazard

Liberty Diversified Industries

Margaret Rivers Fund

McVay Foundation

Medtronic

Microsoft

Minnesota Bank & Trust

Minnesota Bankers Association

Minnesota Twins Community Fund

Minnesota United FC

Minnesota Vikings
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BestPrep Donors

CORPORATIONS, FOUNDATIONS, & ASSOCIATIONS (Cont’d)

Nerland-Cummings Group at Morgan Stanley

Nike

Nordson Corporation Foundation

North Shore Bank

North Star Resource Group

Novation Credit Union

O-l Glass

Old National Bank Foundation

OneNet Global

Optum Technology

Osaic

Piper Sandler Companies

Polaris, Inc.

Premier Banks

PwC

RBC Wealth Management

Reliance Bank

Rochester Commercial Banks-
Associated Bank, Bremer Bank, Coulee
Bank, F&M Bank, Home Federal Bank,
Merchants Bank, Minnwest Bank, ONB
Bank, Premier Bank Rochester, Sterling
State Bank, Think Mutual Bank, U.S.
Bank, West Bank

Scale Bank

Schott Foundation

Richard M. Schulze Family Foundation

Schulze School of Entrepreneurship,
University of St. Thomas

Scoular Foundation

Securian Financial

Securian Financial Foundation

Shapco Printing Inc

SPS Commerce

Target

Tennant Company

Tennant Foundation

Terri Joe Charitable Foundation

Thomson Reuters

Thrivent

The Toro Company Foundation

Tradition Capital Bank

Travelers

Twin City Bond Club

U.S. Bank Foundation

United Health Foundation

Vanguard

Voya Financial

W.C. Rasmussen-Northeast Bank Foundation

Walser Foundation funded by the Walser
Automotive Group

Wealth Enhancement Group

Wells Fargo

The WEM Foundation

Wenger Corporation

Wings Financial Foundation

Winnebago Industries

Xcel Energy Foundation




BestPrep Donors

INDIVIDUALS

Anonymous (53)
KeriAnn Akers
Jeffrey Altman
Tara Ambrose
Jennifer Ames
Rick Anderson
Steve Arndt

Bob Aronson
Jacqueline Ashworth
Emily Babiash
Carly Baker
Diane Barca
Adam Bastian
Kristy Beckman
Emily Bell

Jeff Bennett
Sophia Bera Daigle
Alicia Black
Steve Blume
Brian Boardman
Brent Boche
Charlotte Boyd
Kim Boylton

Chase & Jennifer Brakke

Larry Brandt

Ben Bratland
David Bromelkamp
David Brown

Laida Bunzel
Tammy Burm
Valbona Bushi
Connor Buttgen
Theodore Cadwell
Leo Collins

John Comer
Veronica Cupelo

Andy Darvell & Sarah Cash-

Darvell
Rhonda Dean
Paige Della
Haley Diggan
Kristina DiMartino
Steve & Mandy Dixon
Brendan Dolan
Paul & Ruth Durand
Joanna Ehresman
Pat & Jerry Elliott
Ashley Erickson

Titanji Eunice Lumah Epse

Mukete
Dausha Everett
Dena Faccio
Jeanna & Will Fifer
Anne Finch
Diane Fischman
Michael Fisher
Lorrie Fitts
Eric Forstrom
Cate Freeman
Linda Freitag
George & Gail Fremder
Samantha Funk
Jill Giefer
Brant Gilbert
Michelle Gilbert
Chris Gleason
Maximllian Glebocki
Anita Goebel

Jeremy Gogos
Kim Graff
Courtney Gross
Eva Gutierrez
Kerri Hansen
Nicole Hansen
Andrea Hanson
Angela Harrell
Leah Harrison
Karen Heintz
Alissa Henderson
Ryan Hennes
Shana Hoffer
Michael Hoffman
Emily Hopkins
Leigh Ann Howell
Kim Hultgren
Cheryl Johnson
Don & Jane Johnson
George Johnson
Regan Johnson
CarrieAnn Jones
Dave & Kris Jones
Keshia Jones
Robyn Joyner
Robert Julson

Bob & Candee Kaitz

Scott Kaitz & Molly Wingfield

David Kaske

Liz & Jason Kindseth
Eric & Kate Kirchner
Jason Kley

Katie S. Kloster
Katie Knudtson



BestPrep Donors

INDIVIDUALS (Cont’d)

Whitney-Lehr & Errik Koening
Gretchen R. Korf

Emily Koski

Michael Kuenster

Lisa Landstein

Paul & Meggie Langlois
Steve & Sheri Lear
Mike Lebens

Matthew Lehmann
Amanda Lieser

Betsy Lulfs

Derek Lunderville
Lindsey Lussier

Brian Lynch

Caleb Lyon

John & Lisa Manders
Buba Manneh

Tuesday & Nathan Manthei
Mary & Marty Marion
Douglas Martin

Aaron Mastrian
Stephanie McCollum-Henry
Tamatha McCoy

Nicole Meeker

Carole Mendoza

Casey Merkwan

Amber Mertes
Gabrielle Mielke

Klara Mints

Mirela Miresan

Yash Modi

Matt Molinaro

Molly & David Clark
Kyle Moore

Steve & Valerie Morawetz

Scott Morris

Melanie Mortimer

Kendra Muenchow

Amanda & Hazzen Munoz

Carley Murphy

Cody Murphy

Michelle Naumec

Theresa Neal

Kimberly & Stafford Nelson
Family Charitable Fund

Brooke Nelson

Danny Nelson

Mike Newman

Jim Nichols

Michelle Nielson

Emily Noyes

Scott Nugent

Veronica Odom

Heather Ohaks

Elizabeth Olin

Janae Olinger

Marc & Laurie Olson

Grace Opoku

Christian Ottesen

Gina Palokangas

James & Mare Pate

Bhaumik Patel

Peace Women Faith and
Finances Group

Suzanne Pereira

Darin Peterson

Leah Peterson

Alyson Phillips

Niccola Piscitelli

Sofiya Podberetskaya

Bryan Polley

Bradley Poole

Dawn Pruitt

Alanna Pundsack

Marne Rasinen

James & Jennifer
Redelsheimer

Michael Remington

Alice Richter

Terry Robeson

Jeffrey Rodriguez

Shelley Rodriguez

Heather Rosales

Judy Rud

April Sanders

Lisa Sansone

Khioverny Santos

Liza Sayre

Lisa Scalza

Ryan Schaitberger

Alison Scheid

David Schimke

Tanya Schmitt

Ingrid Schnettler

Jenni and Todd Schnobrich
Family Foundation, a
Donor Advised Fund of the
U.S. Charitable Gift Trust

Casey Schoen

Deb Schoneman

William & Courtney
Schramm
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BestPrep Donors

INDIVIDUALS (Cont’d)

Ashley Schulte
John R. Schulte
Karen Schur

Diane Senjem
Meetul Shah

Kelly Small

Maggie Snetting Ross
Sara Soeun
Rosa-Marie Sparks
Joe St. Marie
Angela St. Pierre
Diane Stamos
Herbert Steigelman
Jamie Steinwachs

LeAnne & Jeremy Stutelberg

Alison Sullivan

Brook Sunderman
Travis Symoniak
Isiuwa Tanimojo

Andy & Sarah Tate
Adam & Marika Taylor
Mark Theisen

Theisen Charity Fund
John Thompson

Susan Thompson
Penny Thompson-Burke
Joe Tiegs

Benjamin Truong

Roz Tsai & Chen Wong
Cole Turnbow

Shanee Turnbull
Bonnie & Paul Vagasky
Sarah Vandenberg

BestPrep is grateful to recognize all of our donors. If you feel there has been an omission or error, please email grants@bestprep.org.

Rashmi Vashisht

Dave Vrieze

John Wagner

Christine Weiss

Steve Weitz

Jenae Williams

Rachel Williams

Greg & Dina Wingfield

David Wolfe

Harry and Belle Yaffe Family Fund of
The Minneapolis Foundation

Brad Zastoupil

Kjirsten Zellmer

HONOR / MEMORIALS

Best Buy Co., Inc. in honor of Jill Giefer

Rhonda Dean in memory of Russell Henderson Sr.

Mary Olinger in honor of Janae Olinger

Christian Ottensen in honor of Dr. William P Cress,
University of Wisconsin - La Crosse Emeritus

Rick & Kathy Shamblott in honor of Bob Kaitz

Barbara & Darren Utech in honor of Elysia Utech



F Ways to Make a oste

*°**  Difference at BestPrep °°*°

MOBILIZE YOUR COMMUNITY

Advocate for business, career, and financial literacy skills for Minnesota students by sharing our
programs in your community, whether it's within your organization, schools, social network, friends or
family. Together, we can equip students with the knowledge they need to succeed. Let’s empower the
next generation to thrive in today’s world!

VOLUNTEER

Volunteering with BestPrep is a great way to make a difference in Minnesota students’ futures.

Our volunteer opportunities are high impact, low time commitment, and take place in the Twin Cities and
throughout the state of Minnesota. All six of our programs rely on volunteers to accomplish our mission,
with opportunities that include being a virtual or classroom speaker, mock interviewer, online mentor,
Resident Business Leader, and a judge for business plans, essays, or our Student Spotlight Competition.

BECOME A SPONSOR

Partner with BestPrep and make an impact at any of our two events - the Educational Forum and Annual
Luncheon. All sponsors get a table at the event with the opportunity to have your company’s logo
displayed on the BestPrep website, various marketing materials, MSP Business Journal Ad, and WCCO
Radio promotional announcement in higher sponsorship tiers. The next Educational Forum will take place
at the Minneapolis Convention Center on Wednesday, February 12, 2025 and the next Annual Luncheon
will take place at the Saint Paul RiverCentre on Monday, May 12, 2025.

DONATE

Every contribution helps provide valuable resources and opportunities for young minds to thrive. Shape a
brighter future for Minnesota students with either a one-time, recurring, matching gift, volunteer time
match or workplace donation. Make a contribution today at bestprep.org/give.

CONNECT WITH BESTPREP

See what’'s happening at BestPrep by subscribing to our newsletter and following us on our socials!
We currently have Facebook, LinkedIn, and X.
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https://www.facebook.com/bestprep
https://www.linkedin.com/company/bestprep/
https://x.com/BestPrepMN
http://bestprep.org/give

BestPrep Phone: 763-398-0090 Website:
7100 Northland Cir N. #306, Brooklyn Park, MN 55428 Email: info@bestprep.org bestprep.org
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