
 

 
2017 Technology Integration Workshop 

 
 

Unit Title: Introduction to Geographic Skills 
Grade Level: 8 
Subject Area: 8th Grade Social Studies 
Duration/Length/Number of class periods: 7 class periods 
Description: This unit will introduce map skills using the TODALLS method, different types of landforms, the purpose of different 
types of maps used by geographers (cartographers), and the 5 Themes of Geography. 
 
Established Goals - Minnesota State Standards 
 
8.3.1.1.1 Obtain and analyze geographic information from a variety of sources to investigate places or answer geographic questions 
  
8.3.1.1.2 Create and use various kinds of maps, including overlaying thematic maps, of places in the world; incorporate the 
“TODALSS map basics, as well as points, lines and colored areas to display spatial information  
  
8.3.1.1.3 Use appropriate geographic tools to analyze and explain the distribution of physical and human characteristics of places 
 
 
What Enduring Understandings are desired? 

1. Students will be able evaluate information from different types of maps 
2. Students will have a framework to understand different cultures 

 
What Essential Questions will be considered? 

1. What are the features of an effective map? 
2. How can different types of maps convey information more effectively? 
3. How do different landforms affect where humans choose the live? 
4. How can the 5 Themes help us to better understand different cultures? 

 
Students will know / be able to: 

 

https://sites.google.com/a/bestprep.org/bestpreptiw/ubd/stage-1/stage-1-essential-questions
https://sites.google.com/a/bestprep.org/bestpreptiw/ubd/stage-1/established-goals
https://sites.google.com/a/bestprep.org/bestpreptiw/ubd/stage-1/stage-1-enduring-understandings
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Day 1        

- Introductory Where in the World Paired Activity w/Discussion * x  x x x x 1,2,4,6 

- Unit 1 GeoJournal - Respond to the questions in your Notebook x  x x    

Day 2        

- Intro to the 5 Themes - Textbook Questions (Text and Digital 
versions available) * Moodle Activity 

 

   x x  3,5,6 

- Kahoot on 5 Themes of Geography x   x x x 1,5,6 

Day 3        

Review of 5 Themes Notes - (10 min)    x  x 3 

Outside Activity - Find Evidence of the 5 Themes at OMS    x x x 1,2,3 

Group Discussion/Share - Respond to Reflection Questions    x x  1,2,4 

Day 4        

Create a Visual Representation of the 5 Themes*  x  x x  1,4,6 

Day 5        

- Prezi Notes on TODALSS (15 min)   x x x x 7 

- Use notes to complete TODALSS Worksheet    x x x 5 

- Notes on Map Types (10 min)    x  x 7 

- Use notes to help answer Special Purpose Maps Worksheet *       5 

- Create a Map Assignment    x x  3,4,5,6 

Day 6        

- Work on maps    x x  3,4,5,6 

- Kahoot on TODALLS & Map Types x   x x x 1,5,6 

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1A9yoVv0lkEUaHmIVzzz8ru5kHCX9-j8VzZ0d8mu-jsY/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1o2XgmwisNxbfe5wxUmleen-S1jYNIi1zxXZCCm8ku_Q/edit?usp=sharing
https://play.kahoot.it/#/k/3ec0bf00-358c-462c-9630-b315be0f5869
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1BIdBjHMdF1_7lCWC65hALo_dCr2adBl7xYWELmPC9JY/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1sDzK4ByUbzyfFN7maqZQW7xl1nFCRtkd79UC-uehx3o/edit?usp=sharing
https://sites.google.com/a/bestprep.org/bestpreptiw/ubd/stage-2/assessment-classes
https://studentowatonnak12mn-my.sharepoint.com/personal/dhettinga_owatonna_k12_mn_us/_layouts/15/guestaccess.aspx?docid=0cc626d491b44422db73103449db79a17&authkey=AYaGipiFLb4cL1clZQ-LT80
https://play.kahoot.it/#/k/942131fd-f02e-49fa-b500-c38cfc8c7d37
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1j1tyeIkESaR9CfDfoXKbeLAj2xcwDWmGUR18k6t_bVE/edit?usp=sharing
https://sites.google.com/a/bestprep.org/bestpreptiw/ubd/stage-2/assessment-classes
https://sites.google.com/a/bestprep.org/bestpreptiw/ubd/stage-2/assessment-classes
https://sites.google.com/a/bestprep.org/bestpreptiw/ubd/stage-2/assessment-classes
https://sites.google.com/a/bestprep.org/bestpreptiw/ubd/stage-2/assessment-classes
http://prezi.com/u-glrild9bng/?utm_campaign=share&utm_medium=copy&rc=ex0share
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1BIdBjHMdF1_7lCWC65hALo_dCr2adBl7xYWELmPC9JY/edit?usp=sharing


Day 7        

- Unit 1 Quiz  x   6   

- Map Gallery - Display of completed maps        

 
Materials, tools and resources - Textbook, HP Streams, Student Devices (Cell Phone, Tablets),  
Unit Plan Author - Don Hettinga, Owatonna Middle School 
Additional credit given to Sarah Hunst, Owatonna Middle School 
 


