
 

 
2019 Technology Integration Workshop 

 
 

Unit Title:  The Human Spirit 
Grade Level:  8 
Subject Area: Research Writing 
Duration/Length/Number of class periods:  10 (82 minute blocks) 
Description:  Students answer a self-generated, level 3 question related to genocide, the Holocaust, or World War II by conducting 
research. Students use their research to produce a formal research report. 
 
Established Goals  (National, State, Local): 
MN CC SS RI 8.5.1.1: Cite the textual evidence that most strongly supports an analysis of what the text says explicitly as well as 

inferences drawn from the text. 
 
MN CC SS RI 8.5.2.2: Determine a central idea of a text and analyze its development over the course of the text, including its 

relationship to supporting ideas; provide an objective summary of the text.  
 
MN CC SS RI 8.5.7.7: Evaluate the advantages and disadvantages of using different mediums (e.g., print of digital text, video, 

multimedia) to present a particular topic or idea. 
 
MN CC SS W 8.7.2.2: Write informative/explanatory texts to examine a topic and convey ideas, concepts, and information through the 

selection, organization, and analysis of relevant content. 
a. Introduce a topic clearly, previewing what is to follow; organize ideas, concepts, and information into broader categories, 

include formatting (e.g., headings), graphics (e.g., charts, tables), and multimedia when useful to aiding comprehension.  
b. Develop the topic with relevant, well-chosen facts, definitions, concrete details, quotations, or other information and 

examples. 
c. Use appropriate and varied transitions to create cohesion and clarify the relationships among ideas and concepts. 
d. Use precise language and domain-specific vocabulary to inform about or explain the topic. 
e. Establish and maintain a formal style. 
f. Provide a concluding statement or section that follows from and supports the information or explanation presented. 

 
MN CC SS W 8.7.6.6: Use technology, including the Internet, to produce and publish writing and present the relationships between 

information and ideas efficiently as well as to interact and collaborate with others. 
 
MN CC SS W 8.7.7.7: Conduct short research projects to answer a question (including a self-generated question), drawing on several 

sources and generating additional related, focused questions that allow for multiple avenues of exploration. 

https://sites.google.com/a/bestprep.org/bestpreptiw/ubd/stage-1/established-goals


 
MN CC SS W 8.7.8.8: Gather relevant information from multiple print and digital sources, using search terms effectively; assess the 

credibility and accuracy of each source; and quote or paraphrase the data and conclusions of others while avoiding plagiarism 
and following a standard format for citation. 

 
 
What  Enduring Understandings  are desired? 
E8 EU1: Cite textual evidence that strongly supports an analysis of what the text says explicitly as well as inferences drawn from 

literature and informational text. 
 
E8 EU10:  Write informative/explanatory texts to examine a topic and convey ideas, concepts, and information through the selection, 

organization, and analysis of relevant content. 
 
E8 EU14: Conduct short research projects to answer a question (including a self-generated question), drawing on several sources and 

generating additional related, focused questions that allow for multiple avenues of exploration. 
 
E8 EU15: Gather relevant information from multiple print and digital sources, using search terms effectively; assess the credibility and 

accuracy of each source; and quote or paraphrase the data and conclusions of others while avoiding plagiarism and 
following a standard format for citation. 

 
What  Essential Questions  will be considered? 
How do we identify and then satisfy our curiosities about the world around us? 

To what extent does history repeat itself? 

What is the difference between integrating someone else's ideas and taking someone else's ideas? 

What do we do with the new information we learn? How do we share this new knowledge with others? 

Students will know / be able to: 
EU 1a: I can cite textual evidence. This means I can select exact words from the text to explain my ideas.  

EU10a: I can write informative and explanatory texts. This means I can write essays that explain something to an audience. 

EU10b: I can develop my topic. This means I can use appropriate facts, definitions, details, quotations, and examples to explain my 
ideas.  

EU10c: I can use formatting, graphics, and multimedia to enhance comprehension. This means I can format my writing appropriately, 
use pictures and graphs to explain my ideas when needed. 

https://sites.google.com/a/bestprep.org/bestpreptiw/ubd/stage-1/stage-1-enduring-understandings
https://sites.google.com/a/bestprep.org/bestpreptiw/ubd/stage-1/stage-1-essential-questions


EU10d: I can write cohesively and formally with appropriate transitions. This means my writing focuses on one main idea, uses 
academic vocabulary, and shows the relationship between supporting ideas.  

EU10e: I can write an appropriate conclusion. This means I can give my writing a sense of closure. 

EU14a: I can research a question, using several sources. This means I can find answers to a question using multiple appropriate 
sources. 

EU14b:I can generate my own questions as I learn about my topic. This means I can come up with new questions based on what I 
have read. 

EU15a: I can use key words to search print and digital sources for information.  This means I can identify effective search terms and 
use them to find information from different sources. 

EU15b: I can determine whether a source is credible and accurate. This means I know what makes a source believable and 
trustworthy. 

EU15c:I can avoid plagiarism by paraphrasing, quoting, and citing appropriately. This means I know how to restate someone else’s 
ideas in my own words and give credit to my sources. 

 
 
Description 
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Day 1: Topic Selection 
Students review notes on historical context of the Holocaust and other 
genocides. Students fill in a Google Form with keywords that they are interested 
in learning more about. Teacher uses the Google Form to create a Wordle 
(WordArt.com or Mentimeter) of all ideas to identify similarities. 

  x  x x  

Day 2: Research Skills  
Class discussion of research expectations and skills with eLm databases 

  x   x  

Days 3-5:  Research Time x   x x  2c 
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In small groups, students conduct research on their chosen group topic. They 
use eLm databases to find academic sources and then take notes on a 
collaborative Google Doc (citation listed with each set of notes).   Research must 
include a documentary with comments made via CommentBubble (screenshot of 
notes submitted with research notes). By the end of the third day, the group 
needs to have all research prepared and the topics identified. 

3a 
3c 
7b 
7c 

Day 6: Research Pitch 
Groups share research with the class identifying the four main ideas to be used 
in the body section. Students use a Mind Map (Popplet) to show their thinking. 
Peers provide feedback on source credibility and on preliminary topic ideas. 
Peers also ask questions about the topic. 

 x   x  3b 

Days 7-8:  Outlining 
Students take their research and fill in the outline.  

       

Days 9-10: Drafting   and Website Building 
Students type outline into the Google Site. 

 x   x  6b 
6c 
6d 

 
Materials, tools and resources 
Comment Bubble 
Popplet 
Google Form: 

 
Mentimeter Poll for Research Pitch: 
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Rubric: 



 
 

Google Site Sample: 







 
Unit Plan Author (name, school and optional email address or hyperlink to teacher’s web page)  
Liz Charlton 
Owatonna Middle School 
Additional credit given to  Jen Legatt and Wendy Wolfe 
 


